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AM HOMES

At fi rst glance this Glenelg South property, with its tiny front garden 
and porch, looks to be a compact cottage.

But its appearance is deceptive. Step inside the front door and 
the hallway runs a long way, with the home stretching nearly the length of 
the block.

Owners Cate Spurling and Eddie Lightfoot have worked to achieve a 
seamless blend of old and new with just a change in shade of fl oorboards 
hinting at where the old cottage ends and the extension begins.

The couple bought the property four years ago and has been living in the 
renovated three-bedroom home for three.

Cate says their aim was to create a family home that would accommodate 
their daughter Peg, 2, and Eddie’s daughter Sophie, 9, as well as provide a 
welcoming feel for friends. High ceilings and a soft, even light continue from 
front to back. While the walls are painted in neutral tones, artworks and 
decorative items provide colour throughout.

Cate is a collector; furniture, old plates, cutlery and mirrors are among her 
fi nds but she admits when it came to incorporating them, she sought the help 
of interior decorator Rebekah Cichero of One Small Room, at Croydon.

“Rebekah and I bonded over a wall of mirrors years ago and have been 
friends since,” Cate says. “I’m sure she opened her shop for me.”

The two have an appreciation of each other’s style which has seen 
Rebekah also involved in fi tting out the North Star Hotel, Cate and Eddie’s 
business at Melrose.

Rebekah says most people have a distinct style, even if they don’t realise 
it, but need help in bringing it out.

She used Cate’s collection of bamboo and teak furniture to set the tone for 
the interior of the home.

Artworks, fabrics, furniture and decorative items in shades of brown 

and green have been used to tie the furniture – all quite separate styles – 
together. Vintage wallpaper from One Small Room serves a similar purpose 
in the main bedroom.

Cate says she was appreciative that Rebekah worked with her collections 
rather than trying to edit them.

“I didn’t want anything too matched or serious looking,” Cate says.
In the living area, key pieces include a timber buffet and dining setting and 

Danish-inspired leather armchairs, all from One Small Room. A Moran couch 
covered in Warwick fabric, a cowhide rug (One Small Room) and the fi replace 
with stack stone detail (Ceramica 2000) provide textural interest.

Cate’s fi nds, including a lamp in a wooden frame and six vintage dinner 
plates, are used as decorative pieces. Artworks by her aunt, Anne Miles, are 
also featured.

Not only did Rebekah advise on the interior decorating but she and 
husband Tim, an architect, designed the main bathroom and kitchen.

Aside from the stainless steel fridge, the main bathroom is the only 
departure from the warm wood tones.

The bathroom has a bold, almost industrial look, with grey tiles and 
contrasting white vanity, shower, bath and toilet.

The aim of the kitchen design was to provide a light-fi lled working space 
with garden views.

The stools surrounding the central island are covered in fabric from Mokum 
as are the cushions in the outdoor dining area.

Cate says her request was to have a sunny spot to sit and contemplate the 
world. In the end she has several including a tiny deck off the main bedroom 
and a swing chair on the back deck, which was built by Eddie.

“We’ve ended up with a friendly home, which we wanted. I can’t think of 
many places I’d want to move to,” she says.
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